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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


THE  NOBILITY  OF  THE  MISSIONARY 
ENTERPRISE. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Gilmore,  York,  H.  Y. 

One  of  the  illuminating  utterances  of 
Dr.  David  Livingstone  concerning  mis- 
sions was  this:  “L  view  the  end  of  the 
geographical  feat  as  the  beginning  of  the 
missionary  enterprise.” 

This  statement  sets  forth  the  superior- 
ity of  missionary  work  by  comparing  it 
with  other  notable  lines  of  effort.  Geo- 
graphical discovery  has  been  one  of  the 
really  illustrious  achievements  in  the 
progress  of  the  world,  and  may  well  be 
taken  as  a fair  representative  of  that 
which  is  great  in  the  merely  human 
sphere.  The  statement  we  have  quoted, 
when  we  follow  out  fully  its  meaning,  sug- 
gests that  missionary  work  is  so  much 
greater  and  better  than  achievements 
merely  earthly,  that  the  consummation  of 
these  earthly  achievements  can  be  justly 
compared  only  with  the  small  beginnings 
of  missionary  work.  Of  this  truth  Liv- 
ings tone’s  life  is  a conspicuous  exempli- 
fication. He  was  great  as  an  explorer,  but 
his  greatness  in  that  line  at  its  height 
can  only  be  compared  with  his  greatness 
as  a missionary  at  its  beginning. 

The  nobility  of  the  missionary  enter- 
prise is  evident  in  many  respects,  some 
of  the  more  prominent  of  which  are 
worthy  of  special  consideration  as  fitted 
to  call  forth  the  zeal  which  all  Christ’s 


people  should  have  for  missionary  work. 

To  begin  with,  it  is  noble  in  its 

UNSELFISHNESS. 

Individuals,  corporations  and  govern- 
ments, explore,  colonize  and  civilize  in 
order  that  they  may  get  material  or 
other  returns  of  various  kinds.  The 
Church  of  Christ  in  its  mission  work  is 
giving  its  money  and  expending  its  ef- 
forts for  the  salvation  of  heathen  people 
and  the  transformation  of  heathen  lands, 
regardless  of  whether  there  shall  be  any 
return  to  its  own  advantage.  It  says 
with  Paul,  “I  seek  not  yours,  but  you.” 
Men  and  women  of  splendid  talents  sac- 
rifice worldly  ambition  in  order  to  per- 
form the  humble  service  of  leading  dark- 
ened lives  into  saving  acquaintance  with 
Christ.  An  eloquent  and  inspiring  ex- 
ample of  such  unselfishness  we  have  in 
the  case  of  Cyrus  Hamlin  at  the  time, 
when  a college  student,  he  decided  to  be 
a missionary.  Speaking  in  his  closing 
years  of  the  purposes  he  formed  at  that 
time,  he  says,  “I  resolved  I would  never 
lay  up  any  money.  I would  try  to  square 
my  accounts  every  year  and  there  should 
be  nothing  over.  I also  resolved  that  1 
would  sacrifice  all  my  ambitious  ideas  of 
great  learning  and  would  give  myself  to 
just  those  things  that  my  work  and  my 
environment  seemed  to  call  for.”  All  mis- 
sionaries do  not  make  such  resolutions  so 
definitely  as  did  Cyrus  Hamlin,  but  more 
or  less  definitely,  in  substance  at  least. 
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they  must  make  them.  In  this  spirit  they 
go  forth. 

Another  phase  of  the  nobility  of  the 
missionary  enterprise  is  its 

HIGH  SPIRITUAL  AIM. 

Worldly  enterprises  often  aim  at  the 
merely  material  or  physical,  though  also 
often  at  the  intellectual.  Sometimes  they 
aim  at  moral  betterment,  or  include  this 
in  some  degree.  The  missionary  aims  at 
the  spiritual.  Men  and  women  are  viewed 
in  the  true  light  as  beings  created  in  the 
image  of  God,  that  image  now  sadly  ob- 
scured and  marred  by  sin.  The  mission- 
ary sees  the  angel  in  the  block  of  marble. 
The  task  he  sets  himself  is  to  make  it 
stand  forth.  And  surely  this  is  what  is 
being  accomplished  through  the  dissem- 
ination and  application  of  the  gospel.  To 
many  hundreds  of  thousands  in  mission 
lands  to-day  Christ's  ambassadors  can 
speak  the  "wonderful  words  of  encourage- 
ment spoken  by  Paul  to  the  Corinthian 
Christians,  “And  such  were  some  of  you; 
but  ye  are  washed,  but  ye  are  sanctified, 
but  ye  are  justified  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our 
God.” 

The  missionary  enterprise  is  noble,  fur- 
ther, in  its 

COMPREHENSIVE  PLAN. 

One  well  says  that  “The  greatest  financial 
institution  in  the  world  is  the  Christian 
Church,”  and  again,  Christianity  is  “the 
greatest  business  enterprise  in  the  world.” 

Missions  work  for  the  highest,  the  spir- 
itual, the  interests  of  the  soul.  But  to 
accomplish  this  high  end,  due  attention 
must  be  given  to  man’s  lower  nature  and 
needs.  The  question  of  Jesus  to  the  im- 
potent man  at  the  pool,  “Wilt  thou  be 
made  whole?”  has  become  more  and  more 
the  expression  of  the  purpose  of  the 
Church  in  its  mission  work,  as  it  has  come 
to  understand  more  clearly  the  fullness 
of  the  work  which  it  has  been  commis- 


sioned to  perform  and  how  alone  it  can 
successfully  accomplish  it. 

If  the  blessings  of  the  gospel  are  to 
enter  unhindered  into  the  lives  of  men 
and  women,  ignorance  must  be  dispelled. 
In  China,  until  very  recently  at  least,  ac- 
cording to  workers  there  who  had.  care- 
fully examined  into  conditions,  only  about 
one  per  cent,  of  the  women  and  ten  per 
cent,  of  the  men  are  able  to  read.  The 
seriousness  of  ignorance  is  seen  when 
persons  in  heathen  lands  attempt  to  do 
things  for  which  their  ignorance  wholly 
unfits  them,  as,  for  example,  to  practice 
medicine  and  surgery. 

Here  we  see  how,  further,  there  has 
been  developed  the  department  of  medical 
missions,  how  hospitals  have  been  found- 
ed, and  medical  training  provided  for 
natives. 

Through  industrial  work,  men  and 
women  are  being  taught  how  to  perform 
aright  the  many  ordinary  duties  of  life, 
and  also  to  appreciate  the  nobility  of 
honest  work,  whatever  it  may  be. 

Thus  modern  missions  are  asking  of 
those  .impotent  by  reason  of  ignorance 
and  sin,  “Wilt  thou  be  made  whole?”  and 
furnishing  the  means  by  which  this  ques- 
tion can  be  affirmatively  answered.  The 
lives  of  men  and  women  and  their  sur- 
roundings are  being  transformed. 

But  the  noblest  feature  of  the  mission-  " 
ary  enterprise  is  its 

CHRIST-LIKE  LOVE. 

The  "work  is  planned  and  carried  on 
regardless  of  whether  those  for  whom  it 
is  being  done  are  what  the  world  would 
call  worthy.  There  is  a saying,  “Evil  for 
good  is  devil-like,  evil  for  evil  is  beast- 
like, good  for  good  is  man-like,  good  for 
evil  is  God-like.”  This  last  is  what  Christ 
has  brought  to  us  through  the  sacrifice  of 
Himself,  and  the  working  of  His  Spirit  in 
our  hearts.  The  Christ-like  love,  of 
Christ’s  servants  has  many  times  com- 
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pelled  the  respect  of  enemies  of  the  gos- 
pel. A noteworthy  example  of  this  in 
connection  with  the  present  deplorable 
war  was  reported  from  Aintab,  Turkey,  in 
the  Missionary  Review  of  January,  1915, 
as  follows:  “Troops  arrived  before  this 

city  of  80,000,  after  a march  of  seventy 
miles,  during  which  they  had  been  with- 
out rations.  It  would  not  have  been  sur- 
prising if  they  had  looted  the  Christian 
quarters  and  abused  the  ‘infidels/  The 
Christians  of  the  city,  however,  including 
the  American  mission  college  students, 
united  in  a movement  to  give  the  Turkish 
troops  a good  hot  dinner.  The  troops  had 
been  obliged  to  drink  only  muddy  water, 
but  now  the  Christian  women  brought  an 
abundance  of  cool,  refreshing,  pure  water 
to  quench  the  soldiers’  thirst.  Imagine 
the  surprise  of  these  hungry  and  thirsty 
men.  ‘Verily/  they  said  one  to  another, 
‘this  is  something  new;  never  since  the 
days  of  the  Prophet  until  now  has  such 
kindness  been  shown.  No  Moslem  friend 
has  come  to  give  us  food  and  drink  with- 
out money  and  without  price,  but  these 
Christians  have  supplied  our  every  need 
without  our  asking.’  ” 

The  Christ-like  love  of  mission  work  is 
seen  in  the  desire  to  save  men’s  lives,  not 
to  destroy  them.  Christ  came  to  give  men 
life  and  abundantly.  What  a wonderful 
life  the  Saviour’s  must  have  been,  as  He 
lived  in  daily,  unbroken  communion  with 
the  Father.  Jesus  is  working  through  His 
servants,  wherever  they  are  willing  to  be 
used,  to  bring  men  to  live  the  life  He 
lived. 

The  Christ-like  love  of  mission  work  is 
seen  in  the  readiness  of  Christ’s  servants 
to  sacrifice  life  to  save  the  lives  of  others. 
To-day  in  the  war  which  is  in  progress 
the  world  is  repeatedly  witnessing  a grue- 
some willingness  to  sacrifice  life  in  order 
to  destroy  the  lives  of  others.  On  land, 
on  sea,  and  in  the  air,  men  of  one  army 


are  ready  to  plunge  into  such  conflicts 
with  men  of  the  opposing  army  as  to  make 
their  own  death  in  many  cases  almost  cer- 
tain, if  only  they  can  kill  their  foes.  We 
are  told  that  approximately  one-half -the 
population  of  the  world  is  engaged  in  the 
present  war.  And  it  appears  that  vast 
numbers  of  the  opposing  armies  were 
quite  willing  or  even  zealous  to  volunteer 
for  the  service.  Some  years  ago  leading 
missionaries  agreed  that  there  were  need- 
ed in  order  to  carry  the  gospel  throughout 
the  W'orld  one  missionary  for  every  twenty- 
five  thousand  of  the  unevangelized  popu- 
lation of  the  world,  and  urged  that  boards, 
societies  and  churches  should  set  that  as 
their  ideal.  That  ideal  is  yet  far  from 
having  been  reached.  Is  it  not  an  appall- 
ing fact  that  while  missionaries  could  not 
be  secured  to  the  number  of  one  to  twenty- 
five  thousand  of  the  unevangelized  for  the 
saving  of  men’s  lives,  in  one-half  the  world 
men  have  been  found  willing,  at  least  se- 
cured, to  about  the  proportion  of  one  to 
one  for  the  purpose,  of  destroying  men’s 
lives?  The  supreme  tragedy  of  the  situ- 
ation is  that  men  are  so  slow  to  see  the 
attractiveness  of  the  service  of  the  better 
warfare. 

We  have  quoted,  in  introducing  our 
subject,  a statement  from  Livingstone,, 
and  have  called  attention  to  his  life  as  an 
exemplification  of  his  teaching  as  to  the 
greatness  of  the  work  of  missions.  Here 
we  would  quote,  to  show  the  attractiveness 
of  the  spiritual  conflict  of  missions  in  con- 
trast with  the  carnal  conflict  of  war,  an 
appropriate  tribute  paid  to  Livingstone’s 
work  in  Africa. 

“No  warrior  thou,  borne  home  from  fields 
of  slaughter. 

With  earthly  pride  and  blood-bought 
honor  crowned; 

But  greater  far,  for  deeds  of  highest 
daring, 
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Of  mercy,  and  of  Christian  love,  re- 
nowned. 

Wails  of  the  vanquished,  groans  of  the 
despairing. 

Mar  not  the  music  of  thy  funeral  hymn, 
And  with  no  smoke  of  burning  kraal  in 
ruins. 

Or  lands  deserted,  is  thy  glory  dim; 

For  thou  went’st  forth  to  loose  the  iron 
fetters. 

The  spoiler’s  deeds  of  darkness  to  un- 
veil. 

And  in  the  spirit  of  thy  heavenly  Master, 
The  broken-hearted  and  oppressed  to 
hail. 

So,  ages  hence,  when  from  her  shores  en- 
lightened. 

Glad  voices  peace  and  liberty  proclaim, 
Shall  Africa  thy  blessed  memory  cherish, 
And  teach  her  sons  this  noble  white 
man’s  name.” 

Gospel  missions,  when  carefully  con- 
sidered, have  an  ennobling  effect.  Th'e 
Church  should  avail  itself  of  this  uplift 
by  encouraging  more  and  more  the  study 
of  mission  work  and  meditation  upon  it. 
The  Saviour,  the  great  teacher,  made  elo- 
quent use  of  the  moving  power  of  mis- 
sionary possibilities.  “Say  not  ye,”  was 
His  appeal  to  His  disciples,  “there  are  yet 
four  months,  and  then  cometh  harvest? 
Behold,  I say  unto  you,  lift  up  your  eyes, 
and  look  on  the  fields ; for  they  are  white 
already  to  harvest.  And  he  that  reapeth 
receiveth  wages  and  gathereth  fruit  unto 
life  eternal;  that  both  he  that  soweth  and 
he  that  reapeth  may  rejoice  together.” 
Christian  people  should  also  learn  the 
enlarged  possibilities  there  are  in  all  lines 
of  Christian  service  through  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  missionary  spirit.  Christians 


have  made  a great  attainment  in  coming 
to  realize  that  the  work  of  missions  is 
one,  though  still  classified,  for  convenience 
in  administration,  into  Home  and  Foreign. 
But  there  is  much  progress  yet  to  be  made. 
While  we  may  recognize  with  commend- 
able intelligence  that  Home  mission  work 
is  real  mission  work,  that  all  mission  work 
is  one  and  near  at  hand  as  a sphere  of  oppor- 
tunity; yet  all  mission  work  is  still  a “for- 
eign,” far-away  thing  to  us  unless  we  have 
each  one  imbibed  the  missionary  spirit. 
The  missionary  spirit  is  but  the  spirit  in 
which  all  work  should  be  done.  All  should 
be  done  for  Christ’s  sake,  and  under  the 
prompting  of  the  love  of  Christ.  It  should 
be  done  to  win,  to  save,  to  build  up.  The 
missionary  spirit  is  applicable  to  all  lines 
of  service — educational  work,  reform 
work,  or  whatever  it  may  be.  The  mis- 
sionary spirit  mak$s  work  efficient.  It 
brings  us  into  touch  with  the  power  of 
Christ,  through  Whom  we  can  do  all 
things.  It  makes  work  pleasant.  Some 
years  ago  a missionary  and  his  wife  just 
after  getting  nicely  started  in  their  work 
in  a foreign  field  were  compelled  to  re- 
turn home  on  account  of  the  wife’s  fail- 
ing health.  Their  hearts  had  been  so  set 
on  being  missionaries  that  they  decided  to 
live  in  the  home  land  in  the  plain  man- 
ner in  which  they  wuuld  have  been  obliged 
to  live  in  the  foreign  field.  By  so  doing 
they  were  enabled  to  give,  out  of  a mod- 
erate salary,  a large  sum,  amounting  in  a 
comparatively  short  period  of  years  to  a 
good  many  hundreds  of  dollars.  The  mis- 
sionary spirit  is  applicable  to  all  lines  of 
Christian  work,  and  when  applied,  the 
Church  and  Christ’s  people  in  all  their 
work,  will  be  lifted  to  that  high  plain 
from  which  Christian  missions  have  won, 
and  are  winning  more  and  more  fully,  the 
esteem  of  enlightened  men  and  women 
everywhere. 
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China,  Tak  Hing.— The  following  let- 
ter from  Dr.  Wright,  dated  May  3,  1915, 
will  be  interesting  to  onr  readers: 

As  a result  of  last  year’s  flood,  there 
was  a great  deal  of  sickness,  and,  of 
course,  the  poorer  the  people  the  more  the 
suffering.  The  American  Red  Cross  sent 
out  money  to  furnish  treatment  to  all 
needy  in  the  flooded  district,  and  we  re- 
ceived $600  (Mex.)  for  our  neighbor- 
hood. This  money  has  been  a great  help 
to  many  poor  and  needy  sick.  With  four 
native  helpers,  we  have  been  able  to  do 
considerable  itinerating  in  the  district. 
The  plan  followed  was  to  enter  a village, 
going  to  the  public  hall  and  meeting  the 
elder,  who  was  able  to  tell  us  of  those 
needing  help.  Each  village  in  China  has 
a head  man  called  an  elder,  who  manages 
affairs  and  settles  disputes.  He  is  chosen 
by  the  people  because  of  his  spirit  of  fair- 
ness and  kindness,  and  receives  no  salary. 
To  him  the  people  come  for  advice,  and 
through  him  the  officials  deal  with  the 
villagers.  We  were  greatly  assisted  in 
meeting  with  the  elders  by  one  of  our 
number,  Mr.  Chue  Hon  Shang,  who  him- 
self is  elder  of  his  own  native  village.  He 
being  an  elder  and  acquainted  with  good 
Chinese  customs,  took  the  lead,  which 
made  our  work  go  along  smoothly. 

The  country  had  already  been  visited 
by  those  who  had  distributed  rice,  and  the 
names  taken  of  those  then  needing  help. 
Many  places  to  which  we  went  were  very 
suspicious  of  us  as  belonging  to  the  same 
crowd,  and  that  we  were  returning  to 
collect  money  from  them  for  the  rice  that 
had  been  given.  In  some  places  it  had 
been  reported  that  all  those  who  had  re- 
ceived rice  from  the  Church  and  could  not 


pay  would  be  taken  and  sold  as  slaves. 
We  succeeded  in  allaying  their  fears  and 
found  all  friendly.  After  talking  a while 
with  the  elder  and  drinking  tea  with  him, 
work  began  by  singing  a Psalm,  reading 
a chapter  and  giving  a short  explanation 
of  the  gospel  in  general,  and  closed  by 
prayer.  Then  all  who  were  sick  and 
could  not  pay  for  medicine  were  invited 
to  make  their  wants  known.  All  who  had 
questions  to  ask  about  the  gospel  were  also 
invited  to  speak  out ; so  part  explained  and 
part  treated  the  sick. 

As  soon  as  the  needs  of  one  village  were 
met,  we  tramped  to  the  next,  and  the 
] process  was  repeated.  All  strangers  in  a 
village  are  the  guests  of  the  village  elder, 
so  in  whatever  village  we  happened  to  be, 
if  it  were  near  evening,  the  elder  would 
invite  us  to  be  his  guests  for  the  night. 
This  gave  us.  a great  opportunity  to  meet 
the  village  people,  as  all  would  come  to  the 
hall  after  dark  for  an  evening  talk  and 
visit.  The  Chinese  are  orderly  and  well 
mannered  as  a people,  but  their  customs 
are  not  all  the  same  as  ours.  As,  for  in- 
stance, while  Chue  Hon  Shang  was  tell- 
ing the  people  in  the  village  hall  of  one 
place  we  were  staying  over  night,  a white 
lizard  appeared  on  the  wall,  catching 
mosquitoes  and  insects  attracted  by  the 
light.  Now,  it  happens  that  these  lizards 
are  much  prized  as  cures  for  rheumatism 
by  many  of  the  people,  so  the  appearance 
of  this  one  caused  a scramble  for  who 
could  catch  it.  This  took  the  attention  of 
every  one  for  a short  time,  but  it  was  in 
no  way  meant  to  be  a lack  of  courtesy  to 
the  speaker,  nor  was  it  taken  that  way; 
and  soon  all  was  quiet  and  attentive  as 
any  one  could  wish.  The  Salt  Commis- 
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sioner  sent  several  bags  of  salt  to  Dr.  Mc- 
Burney  to  distribute  to  the  needy,  and  we 
took  some  of  this  along  on  our  trips.  One 
of  our  number  remarked  that  in  each 
village  visited  the  gospel,  medicine  and 
salt  were  left.  Mosquitoes  in  moderate 
numbers  do  not  bother  the  people,  but  we 
have  to  be  careful  that  we  take  good  nets 
along  or  our  night’s  sleep  would  be  very 
much  disturbed.  They  rely  on  their  ducks 
to  destroy  the  mosquito  larvae.  The  rais- 
ing of  chickens,  ducks  and  geese  is  quite 
an  industry.  The  white  goose  is  seldom 
seen,  as  the  gray  goose  is  considered  bet- 
ter eating.  The  freight  on  chickens  from 
here  to  Canton  is  comparatively  high,  and 
on  eggs  comparatively  low.  Eggs  are 
hatched  in  a native  incubator,  and  it  is 
not  uncommon  to  see  baskets  of  eggs  go 
on  board,  and  after  a twenty-four  hours’ 
run  to  the  coast,  turn  out  to  be  baskets  ol 
chicks,  as  they  have  just  hatched  out  by 
the  way.  We  were  kindly  treated  by  ail 
on  these  trips,  but  it  is  the  privilege  oi 
Chinese  students  to  “guy”  strangers  often, 
and  we  had  to  meet  this  at  times.  At  one 
place  they  made  the  remark  that  what 
was  being  given  out  for  rheumatism  was 
nothing  but  water.  One  of  our  assistants 


immediately  took  up  this  remark  and 
called  them  out  from  among  the  crowd 
to  please  step  up  to  the  front  and  he  would 
prove  to  them  that  they  did  not  know 
what  they  were  talking  about.  The  as- 
sistant then  took  a board,  and  asked  one 
in  the  crowd  to  bring  a dipper  of  water, 
from  which  he  took  a few  drops,  and 
called  their  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
water  rested  on  the  face  of  the  board  and 
did  not  sink  into  it.  He  then  took  a few 
drops  of  the  medicine,  which  rapidly  dis- 
appeared in  the  wood.  “Now,”  said  he, 
“this  shows  you  that  you  are  mistaken, 
as  you  can  readily  see  that  this  medicine 
rapidly  penetrates  to  the  bone,  and  if  any 
one  in  the  crowd  has  rheumatism,  let  him 
come  quickly,  as  we  must  leave  your  hon- 
orable village  soon.”  Needless  to  say  there 
was  a rush  for  the  medicine. 

There  is  a great  work  to  be  done  in 
the  itinerating  work,  and  for  one  who 
enjoys  this  kind  of  work,  it  is  very  pleas- 
ant, though  it  ma}'-  have  its  discomforts. 
The  people  are  willing  and  eager  to  hear 
if  presented  in  pleasant  form.  The 
women  especially  are  eager  to  hear,  and  a 
number  of  women  who  could  give  their 
time  to  this  work  would  be  well  .repaid. 


AT  HOME. 


Ohio,  New  Concord. — Our  L.  M.  So- 
ciety has  held  twelve  regular  meetings 
during  the  year,  with  an  average  attend- 
ance of  eight  members;  have  twenty-six 
members  enrolled.  Had  for  our  mission 
study  the  book  entitled  “The  Emergency 
in  China.”  We  were  favored  with  a let- 
ter from  Miss  Ella  Stewart,  of  our  China 
Mission,  which  was  very  much  enjoyed  by 
all. 

Our  society  sent  a barrel  of  apples,  also 
box  of  second-hand  clothing  to  the  Selma 
Mission.  Sent  a barrel  of  fruit  to  Aged 
People’s  Home. 


Although  we  are  few  in  number,  we 
are  trying  to  do  our  part  in  the  Master’s 
work,  and  pray  that  we  may  be  strength- 
ened by  the  promise  that  where  two  or 
three  are  gathered  in  His  name,  we  shall 
receive  a blessing. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Thompson, 

Secretary. 


New  Concord,  Ohio. 

Treasurer's.  Report. 

Receipts. 

Fees $40.05 

Donations  5.Q8 

Balance  in  treasury  from  last  year  .10 
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Value  box  of  goods  to  Southern 

Mission 55.00 

Barrel  of  fruit  to  Aged  People’s 

Home  12.40 

Contribution  for  Poland  war  suf- 
ferers   25.00 


Total $137.63 

Expended  items 131.30 

$6.33 

Disbursements. 


Freight  on  barrel  fruit  to  Aged 

People’s  Home 2.55 

Freight  on  barrel  of  apples  to 

Southern  Mission 1.55 

Price  of  barrel. .40 

Freight  on  barrel  empty  jars * .40 

For  electric  lights  in  church 4.00 

To  pastor’s  salary 10.00 

Box  of  goods  to  Southern  Mission  55.00 


Barrel  fruit  to  Aged  People’s  Home  12.40 
Contribution  for  Poland  sufferers.  25.00 


Tuition  of  girl  in  China $15.00  Total $131.30 

Paid  on  refrigerator,  Southern  Balance  in  treasury 6.33 


Mission  5.00  (Miss)  Mary  Cochran,  Treas. 

Bishop  Whipple  used  to  tell  a story  which  will  point  a moral.  He  called  upon  a 
great  Hew  York  merchant,  noted  for  his  generosity  to  Christian  enterprises,  and  was 
given  an  opportunity  of  presenting  the  needs  of  his  work  in  Minnesota.  The  merchant 
received  him  in  his  private  office  and  listened  with  interest  and  sympathy  to  his 
appeal.  When  the  Bishop  had  finished,  he  turned  to  his  desk,  and  writing  a check, 
handed  it  to  the  Bishop,  who,  of  course,  received  it  without  glancing  at  its  face,  and 
expressed  his  thanks  for  the  assistance  rendered.  At  that  moment  an  anxious  attend- 
ant hurried  in,  bringing  a telegram.  The  merchant  read  it  with  evident  perturbation, 
thought  a moment,  and  turning  to  the  Bishop,  said : “This  message  brings  me  the 
news  of  the  loss  of  my  finest  ship  with  all  her  cargo.  It  is  a severe  blow.  I must 
ask  you  to  be  good  enough  to  return  the  check  which  I just  gave  you.”  With  a sink- 
ing heart,  the  Bishop  took  from  his  pocket  the  bit  of  folded  paper  which  meant  so 
much  to  him,  and  returned  it  to  the  donor,  who  tore  it  across  and  threw  the  pieces 
into  the  waste  basket.  The  merchant  again  turned  to  his  desk,  and  writing  quickly 
in  his  check  book,  he  handed  the  Bishop  a second  slip  of  paper,  saying,  “If  I had 
gone  on  giving  to  God  in  the  same  ratio  that  I have  been  doing,  I should  not  deserve 
to  have  a vessel  left  afloat !”  Of  course  the  good  Bishop  never  knew  the  amount  of 
the  first  check,  but  the  second  one  was  the  most  generous  he  had  ever  received. — 
Diocesan  Record. 

When  crossing  the  Atlantic  I noticed  that  our  steamer  was  furnished  with  two 
compasses.  One  was  fixed  to  the  deck*  where  the  man  at  the  wheel  could  see  it.  The 
other  compass  was  fastened  half  way  up  one  of  the  masts,  and  often  a sailor  would  be 
seen  climbing  up  to  inspect  it.  I asked  the  captain,  ‘‘Why  do  you  have  two  com- 
passes ?”  He  said,  “This  is  an  iron  vessel,  and  the  compass  on  the  deck  is  often  affected 
by  its  surroundings.  Such  is  not  the  case  with  the  compass  at  the  masthead ; that  one 
is  above  the  influence.  We  steer  by  the  compass  above.”  In  the  voyage  of  life  we 
have  two  compasses.  One  is  the  compass  of  feeling,  often  sadly  influenced  by  sur- 
roundings. The  other  is  the  compass  of  faith,  above  these  influences,  and  ever  point- 
ing true  through  storm  and  sunshine  to  the  course  marked  out  on  the  eternal  chart. 
Let  us  steer  by  the  compass  above  ! — David  Devoir. 
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THE  TWO  GREATEST  WARS. 

By  J.  Campbell  White, 

1 Madison  Avenue,  New  York. 

THE  EUROPEAN  WAR.  THE  WORLD  WAR. 
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Will  the  Church  make  a serious  effort  to  put  its  World  War  on  something  approach- 
ing an  adequate  basis? 


WHAT 

1,000 

600 

10,000 


14,000 


$17,168,000 


$50,000,000 


BASIS  IS  ADEQUATE? 

millions  of  people  in  the  non- 
Christian  world  await  Christ’s 
offer  of  salvation, 
millions  of  these  are  in  ter- 
ritory occupied  by  American 
missionaries. 

missionaries  represent  North 
America  in  all  the  world,  of 
whom  5,500  are  women,  or  a 
total  of  only  one  missionary 
out  of  2,500  Church  mem- 
bers. Every  one  of  these 
missionaries  has  an  average 
parish  of  60,000  souls, 
more  missionaries  from 
America  would  be  required  to 
reduce  the  average  parish  to 
25,000  for  each  missionary, 
contributed  by  North  Amer- 
ican churches  in  1914  for 
work  abroad,  against  over 
$300,000,000  expended  by 
the  Church  in  America  for 
all  purposes. 

needed  annually  to  evangelize 
our  share  of  the  world  in  this 
generation.  This  amount 
annually  for  25  years  would 
be  a total  of  only  $2.00  ex- 
pended for  each  person  to  be 
reached  with  the  gospel  mes- 
sage. How  many  times  $2.00 
is  your  knowledge  of  Christ 
worth  to  you? 


THIS  FIFTY  MILLIONS  OF  DOLLARS 
CAN  BE  PROVIDED. 

If  20  millions  out  of  the  24  millions  of 
Protestant  Church  members  would 
give  5 cents  a week ; 
or 

If  10  millions  would  give  10  cents  a week, 
or 

If  5 millions  would  give  20  cents  a week, 
or 

If  2 millions  would  give  50  cents  a week, 
or 

If  1 million  would  give  $1.00  a week. 

Probably  the  best  and  quickest  way  to 
do  it  would  be  to  get  500,000  shares  un- 
derwritten at  $1.00  a week  (or  $50  a 
year),  making  a total  of  25  million  dol- 
lars, and  secure  the  other  half  by  the 
smaller  subscriptions,  which  already  ag- 
gregate over  17  million  dollars  annually. 
How  many  shares  at  $50  each  will  you 
take  ? How  many  shares  can  you  get 
others  to  take?  This  should  be  in  addi- 
tion to  what  you  are  now  subscribing  to 
the  entire  missionary  and  benevolent 
budget  of  your  own  church. 

A Suggestion  to  Pastors. 

Why  not  make  these  facts  the  basis  of 
a sermon?  It  would  help  very  much  to 
have  this  material  in  printed  form  for 
general  distribution.  It  can  be  obtained 
for  such  purposes  by  applying  to  Lay- 
men’s Missionary  Movement,  1 Madison 
Avenue,  New  York. 


In  the  United  States  there  is  one  ordained  minister  to  every  594  people;  in  Africa 
there  is  one  to  every  82,152  people,;  in  Korea  there  is  one  to  every  123,711  people;  in 
Japan  there  is  one  to  every  172,538  people;  in  India  there  is  one  to  every  321,448 
people ; in  China  there  is  one  to  every  476,462  people.  There  are  1,557  principal  cities 
in  China  unoccupied  by  missionaries.  The  vastness  of  the  call  seems  to  be  beyond 
our  powers  of  comprehension.  Certainly  it  is  beyond  any  adequate  response  on  our  part 
as  jet. — Outlook  of  Missions. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  THE  JEW- 
ISH  MISSION. 

We  record  our  unfeigned  gratitude  to 
God  for  His  goodness  throughout  the 
year.  He  has  blessed  the  missionaries 
with  strength,  has  provided  the  means  for 
the  work,  and  set  His  seal  on  the  labors 
in  a most  gracious  way. 

The  opposition  of  the  Jews,  referred  to 
a year  ago,  has  continued.  Sometimes 
they  were  openly  hostile;  at  no  time  were 
the  workers  free  from  a sense  of  hidden 
antagonism.  Yet  the  missionaries  have 
shown  rare  tact  and  prudence,  a patience 
and  a faith  born  of  the  Spirit.  We  can- 
not commend  them  too  highly  to  the  con- 
fidence, sympathies  and  prayers  of  the 
Church.  Despite  the  opposition,  the  at- 
tendance has  constantly  increased,  and 
the  work  enlarged  in  every  way  since  our 
last  report.  The  general  schedule  calls 
for  meetings  in  the  building  every  day 
in  the  week,  except  Monday  and  Wednes- 
day. There  are  two  on  Tuesday,  two  on 
Thursday,  one  on  Friday,  one  on  Satur- 
day and  four  on  Sabbath.  There  is  an 
aggregate  weekly  attendance  of  about 
220.  Thanksgiving  Day,  the  Christmas 
holidays  and  the  Jewish  Passover  were 
made  the  occasion  of  special  meetings. 
Others  for  social  enjoyment  and  more 
formal  entertainment  were  held  with  the 
co-operation  of  friends  from  the  Cove- 
nanter Congregations  of  Philadelphia. 

The  past  year  has  been  a time  of  un- 
usual physical  need  among  large  classes 
in  the  city.  These  hardships  fell  with 
peculiar  severity  upon  the  Jewish  popu- 
lation. Bv  money  contributed  for  the 
purpose,  something  was  done  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  more  needy  who  came  under 
the  view  of  our  workers.  Eepairs  and 
improvements  in  the  building  were 
turned  to  account  by  our  missionaries  for 
giving  employment  to  Jewish  workmen. 


A quantity  of  clothing  was  made  avail- 
able for  distribution  by  the  donations  of 
the  societies  of  the  Church  and  the  Emer- 
gency Aid  Committee,  composed  of 
women  of  Philadelphia.  In  the  distribu- 
tion of  these  supplies  the  aim  was  judi- 
ciously to  relieve  suffering  among  the 
poor  and  express  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ. 
It  is  believed  that  doors  were  hereby 
opened  for  the  gospel. 

The  regular  preaching  services  are  held 
Friday  and  Sabbath  evenings.  At  these 
Mr.  Blair  speaks  in  English  and  Mr. 
Klass  in  Yiddish.  The  average  attend- 
ance is  about  thirty.  An  adult  Bible, 
class  met  for  three  months  each  Sabbath 
evening  at  6 o’clock.  There  were  about 
thirty  enrolled,  with  an  average  attend- 
ance of  perhaps  eighteen.  The  Sabbath 
school  meets  each  Sabbath  at  3 o’clock. 
The  enrollment  is,  sixty,  and  the  average 
attendance  forty. 

There  are  outdoor  preaching  services 
daring  the  summer  season.  These  have 
now  been  under  wav  for  almost  a month, 
and  will  continue  until  October.  It  is 
proposed  to  hold  one  or  two  of  them  each 
Sabbath  afternoon  between  the  Sabbath 
school  and  evening  service ; and-  four  or 
five  noon-dav  meetings  during  the  week. 
It  is  impossible  to  determine  how  many 
persons  give  attentive  hearing  at  these 
outdoor  meetings,  but  many  do  so,  and  at 
times  as  many  as  200  or  300  are  within 
the  hearing  of  the  gospel.  In  all  these 
meetings  the  speaking  of  Mr.  Klass  in 
Yiddish  is  an  important  factor. 

During  a part  of  the  winter  there  were 
classes  in  English  two  nights  in  the 
week.  Here  there  is  a personal  touch 
which  means  much  in  the  direct  presenta- 
tion of  the  gospel.  About  twenty  persons 
have  attended  these  meetings,  more  or 
less  regularly,  with  an  average  of  seven 
or  eight  each  evening.  A Believers’  Class 
for  those  desiring  to  profess  their  faith 
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was  conducted  for  a time  during  the  year. 

Miss  Forsyth  has  materially  increased 
her  work  during  the  year.  The  large 
number  of  visits  in  the  homes  of  the 
people  is  a witness  to  her  faithfulness. 
The  aggregate  for  the  year  is  1,111  visits. 
Besides  the  visiting  and  taking  a large 
place  in  the  Sabbath  school,  she  has  con- 
tinued the  weekly  meetings  of  the  Mercy 
Band,  in  which  125  children  have  been 
enrolled,  with  about  70  as  the  average 
attendance;  the  girls’  sewing  class  with 
an  enrollment  of  40,  and  an  average  at- 
tendance of  30.  She  has  added  through 
the  year  the  Young  People’s  class,  which 
meets  Sabbath  evenings  at  7 o’clock  with 
about  20  in  attendance,  and  the  Mothers’ 
Meeting,  which  began  with  two  Jewish 
mothers,  has  now  an  attendance  of  about 
15.  In  all  these  classes  the  Psalms  are 
sung  and  verses  of  Scripture  are  memor- 
ized. Thus  the  work  grows  apace,  and 
the  only  limit  to  new  developments  is  the 
measure  of  physical  strength  and  means 
to  support  the  Mission. 

Mr.  Klass,  known  a year  ago  among 
the  Jews  bv  the  name  of  Muller,  has 
been  continued  in  the  work  for  his  full 
time.  Some  of  the  more  effective  work 
now  done  would  be  hindered  without  the 
help  of  one  who  speaks  the  language  of 
the  people.  He  is  under  the  direction  and 
control  of  Mr.  Blair,  and  should  in  time 
become  a more  useful  lielpeT. 

We  also  report  the  Daily  Vacation 
Bible  School,  which  was  conducted  last 
summer,  five  days  in  the  week,  for  a 
period  of  six  weeks,  with  an  enrollment 
of  105. 

Members  of  our  churches  in  Philadel- 
phia have  given  of  their  time  and  effort 
in  many  departments  of  the  work.  Sev- 
eral workers  from  the  First  Church  have 
been  able  to  enter  more  largely  into  these 
opportunities,  as  in  the  kindergarten,  the 
sewing  classes,  the  Sabbath  school  and 


other  lines  of  service,  thus  rendering  most 
efficient  help.  The  Board  desires  to  thank 
the  Church  for  her  prayers  and  hearty 
support  of  the  Mission,  and  in  this  con- 
nection we  take  pleasure  in  publicly 
acknowledging  the  most  generous  mate- 
rial and  moral  help  of  Mrs.  E.  F.  Peebles 
and  her  daughter,  Miss  Peebles,  who,  al- 
though not  members  of  our  Church,  have 
given  time  and  strength  and  prayers  and 
means  for  no  other  motive  than  the  love 
of  the  Lord  J esus  Christ  and  His  service. 
They  still  occupy  rooms  in  the  building. 
Their  contributions,  together  with  the 
blessing  of  the  Lord,  which  inclined  the 
hearts  of  the  Church  to  this  Mission,  have 
enabled  the  Board  to  close  the  year, 
April  30,  with  a balance  in  the  treasury, 
which  we  hope  will  meet  the  needs  until 
further  collections  come  in. 

The  most  important  item  of  the  year’s 
report  is  that  the  Lord  visited  the  Mis- 
sion with  His  benign  salvation.  Seven 
souls  were  brought,  as  we  trust,  into  the 
Kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour. 
Three  Italians — a father,  mother  and 
daughter  of  fourteen  years — and  four 
Jews,  fathers  of  families,  professed  their 
faith  in  Christ  and  asked  for  baptism. 
The  Board  referred  the  matter  to  Phila- 
delphia Presbytery,  which  appointed  a 
provisional  session,  consisting  of  one  rul- 
ing elder  from  each  of  the  three  congre- 
gations, to  act  with  Mr.  Blair,  the  Moder- 
ator. The  applicants  appeared  before  this 
session  and  were  examined  as  to  their 
faith  in  Christ  and  readiness  to  unite 
with  the  Church.  All  having  passed  ex- 
amination, they  were  on  Sabbath,  May  2, 
publicly  baptized  in  the  Mission  building, 
and  the  same  day  sat  down  with  the  mis- 
sionaries and  other  friends  of  the  Mission 
at  the  Lord’s  table  in  the  first  commun- 
ion ever  dispensed  in  the  Mission  of  the 
Covenant  to  Israel. 

We  take  this  as  an  earnest  of  the  time 
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foretold  by  the  prophet — “In  that  day 
shall  ye  say,  Praise  the  Lord,  call  upon 
His  name,  declare  His  doings  among  the 
people,  make  mention  that  His  name  is 
exalted.  Sing  unto  the  Lord;  for  He 
hath  done  excellent  things;  this  is  known 
in  all  the  earth.  Cry  out  and  shout,  thou 
inhabitant  of  Zion,  for  great  is  the  Holy 
One  of  Israel  in  the  midst  of  thee.” 

In  view  of  the  enlarging  work  and  op- 
portunities for  further  developments,  we 
request  that  Synod  appropriate  $4,000  to 
this  Mission.  We  believe  the  entire  sum 
will  be  required. 

The  time  for  which  J.  C.  McFeeters, 
William  G.  Carson  and  Daniel  Adams 
were  appointed  to  the  Board  has  expired. 
Their  successors  should  be  chosen.  Mr. 
Wilson  was  appointed  to  represent  the 
Board  on  the  floor  of  Synod. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
Findley  M.  Wilson, 

Secretary. 

FIELD  REPORT  FROM  CYPRUS. 

The  past  year,  though  so  significant 
.and  eventful  elsewhere,  has  not  much  af-' 
fected  life  in  Cyprus,  except  for  dullness 
of  business  and  stagnation  of  trade. 

Communion  services  w'ere  conducted  in 
Nicosia  on  April  19,  1914,  when  three 
persons  were  examined  and  received  into 
membership. 

The  13th  of  June  saw  the  closing  ex- 
ercises of  the  school  year,  when  certificates 
wrere  given  to  the  five  young  men  who  had 
completed  the  course.  There  was  a large 
attendance  of  the  leading  people  of  the 
town,  including  all  the  British  residents. 
Prizes  were  offered  by  the  District  Com- 
missioner, by  the  President  of  the  District 
Court,  and  by  the  French  Vice-Consul. 
Of  the  five  young  men  graduating,  two 
were  from  our  Tarsus  Mission,  sons  of 
native  evangelists.  One,  Ibrahim  Hanna, 
is  now  teaching  in  our  Mersina  school, 


and  the  other,  George  Latoof,  expected  to 
go  to  the  Syrian  Protestant  College  in 
Beirut. 

On  June  15  Messrs.  Smith  and  Conner 
took  their  departure  for  Mersina  and  a 
trip  through  Europe.  A little  later,  the 
writer,  accompanied  by  a native  teacher, 
went  for  a trip  through  several  towns  and 
villages  of  the  island. 

About  the  second  week  in  July  the  two 
McCarroll  families  went  to  Miss  Young’s 
camp  on  Troodos.  It  was  the  first  time 
since  coming  to  Cyprus  that  we  had  spent 
a summer  there,  as  the  place  had  always 
been  too  expensive  for  missionary  sal- 
aries, but  special  terms  having  been  of- 
fered, we  decided  to  go  there  once  at 
least,  as  it  was  a difficult  undertaking  to 
go  to  Guzne.  As  things  turned  out,  it 
was.  fortunate  that  we  did  not  go  to 
Guzne,  for  wTe  would  have  had  our  own 
time  getting  back  owing  to  the  suspen- 
sion of  ordinar}r  steamer  communications 
with  the  mainland. 

Just  before  we  left  Larnaca  the  now 
famous  Goeben  paid  a visit  to  the  ports 
of  Famagusta  and  Larnaca,  when  the 
German  Consul  gave  a reception  to  the 
officers  in  the  English  Club.  They  seemed 
such  nice  fellows,  and  as  they  left  the 
pier  one  Englishman  remarked,  “And  to 
think  that  some  day  we  may  be  fighting 
you.”  Just  a month  later  war  was  de- 
clared- 

After  our  departure  for  Troodos,  Lar- 
naca was  afflicted  with  an  epidemic  of 
typhoid  fever.  There  were  over  one  hun- 
dred cases,  several  of  which  ended  fatally, 
but  none  of  our  people  were  stricken 
with  it. 

It  was  not  long  before  one  topic  ab- 
sorbed the  thoughts  of  all,  the  great  Eu- 
ropean war.  Martial  law  was  at  once  de- 
clared, and  proclamations  followed  one 
another  in  rapid  succession  forbidding  the 
export  of  various  articles,  trading  with 
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the  enemy,  etc.  A moratorium  was  de- 
clared, and  for  some  time  there  was  quite 
a financial  stringency,  which  the  Gov- 
ernment met  by  an  issue  of  paper  money. 
Fortunately  for  us,  the  medical  depart- 
ment continued  to  gather  in  the  piasters 
and  shillings,  which  amounted  up  to 
pounds  and  guineas,  and  thus  tided  us 
over  the  emergency.  In  the  course  of 
time  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  in- 
formed us  that  money  had  been  sent 
through  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  and 
we  learned  from  the  American  press  in 
Beirut  that  the  money  had  been  paid  in 
there,  but  again  it  was  a question  of  “so 
near  and  yet  so  far,”  for  no  way  could  be 
found  to  get  it  to  Cyprus.  In  the  mean- 
time the  moratorium  had  been  lifted,  and 
the  bank  was  ready  to  negotiate  drafts 
once  more  at  a reasonable  rate,  so  that 
drafts  from  America  could  now  be  cashed 
without  difficulty. 

We  made  preparations  for  opening 
school  at  the  usual  time,  though  Messrs. 
Smith  and  Conner  had  not  yet  returned. 
We  knew  that  they  had  escaped  from 
Germany  and  were  safe  in  England.  We 
knew  also  that  the  sea  route  from  Eng- 
land to  Cyprus  was  open,  so  were  not  at 
all  uneasy  until  word  came  that  they 
were  returning  via  Paris,  Marseilles  and 
Smyrna,  and  as  all  communications  with 
Turkey  had  been  cut  off,  did  not  see  how 
they  were  going  to  arrive  in  time  for  the 
opening  of  school.  But  our  fears  were 
disappointed  and  our  hopes  fulfilled,  for 
an  unexpected  steamer  came  in  on  Sept. 
27  bringing  the  wanderers  home,  and 
with  them  Dr.  Martin  and  family,  of  An- 
tioch, refugees  from  Turkey.  The  same 
steamer  brought  another  of  our  teachers 
from  Beirut,  so  that  our  staff  was  then 
complete  and  ready  for  another  year’s 
work. 

School  opened  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  29, 
with  the  largest  enrollment  we  have  yet 


had  on  the  opening  day,  and  the  attend- 
ance gradually  increased  until  we  had  110 
boys  in  daily  attendance. 

During  the  month  of  October  a large 
number  of  Syrian  refugees  from  Latakia 
and  other  towns  of  the  Syrian  coast  ar- 
rived in  Cyprus  and  have  been  here  since. 

On  Nov.  1 the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper  was  observed  in  Nicosia,  after  the 
usual  preparatory  services ; but  it  was  not 
an  inspiring  occasion,  for  Satan  hin- 
dered some.  On  the  same  day  the  Sacra- 
ment of  Baptism  was  administered,  when 
three  Children  were  baptized. 

On  Nov.  5 a proclamation  was  pub- 
lished announcing  the  annexation  of 
Cyprus  by  the  British  Government.  In 
Larnaca  it  was  read  publicly  with  con- 
siderable pomp  and  ceremony,  but  else- 
where there  was  no  public  official  reading 
of  the  proclamation  declaring  Cyprus  a 
British  possession.  All  the  inhabitants  of 
the  island  who  were  Ottoman  subjects 
born  in  Cyprus  were  declared  British  sub- 
jects, and  all  others  could  become  British 
subjects  only  after  a year’s  residence;  but 
a.  subsequent  proclamation  altered  that, 
so  that  all  Ottoman  subjects  resident  in 
Cyprus  on  Nov.  5 had  automatically  be- 
come British  subjects  unless  they  did  not 
want  to  be  such,  in  which  case,  they 
must  give  notice  and  leave  the  island 
within  a specified  time. 

Sabbath,  Jan.  5,  we  spent  in  Kyrenia, 
where  services  were  held  in  Greek  for  the 
native  brethren  and  in  English  for  the 
few'  English  people  resident  there. 

Prayer  meetings  were  held  each  day  of 
the  “Week  of  Prayer”  in  three  centers — 
Larnaca,  Nicosia  and  Kyrenia — which  in 
Larnaca  were  followed  by  the  Sacrament 
of  the  Lord’s  Supper  on  Sabbath,  Jan.  12. 

This  proved  to  be  a helpful  and  inspir- 
ing occasion  on  which  we  had  the  assist- 
ance of  our  brother,  Dr.  Martin,  of  An- 
tioch. 
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In  the  month  of  February  the  writer 
undertook  a commission  to  Alexandretta. 
Substitutes  having  been  found  for  school 
work  and  Sabbath  services,  we  set  out  for 
Port  Said,  where  an  Italian  steamer  was 
found  bound  for  the  Syrian  coast.  It  was 
just  at  the  time  of  the  Turkish  raid  on 
the  Canal,  and  it  seems  that  telegrams 
had  been  published  in  Syria  announcing 
a glorious  Turkish  victory,  so  when  we 
touched  at  Jaffa  no  response  was  forth- 
coming from  the  shore.  No  passengers 
were  allowed  to  land,  and  no  business 
was  done.  The  steamer  proceeded  straight- 
way to  Haifa,  but  still  no  passengers  were 
permitted  to  disembark  save  three  men 
who  proved  to  be  deserters  from  the 
Egyptian  army,  and  whose  coming  was 
evidently  expected.  By  this  time  serious 
forebodings  began  to  fill  the  hearts  of 
the  passengers,  as  all  of  them  were  des- 
tined for  Jaffa,  Haifa  or  Beirut.  The 
steamer  lay  all  day  Tuesday  at  Haifa, 
arriving  at  Beirut  Wednesday  morning. 
Among  the  passengers  were  the  wife  and 
mother-in-law  of  Dr.  Arthur  Dray,  of 
Beirut,  and  naturally  they  were  anticipat- 
ing the  arrival  there  with  keen  anxiety. 
When  the  agent  met  the  steamer  and  said 
there  was  “nothing  doing,”  anxiety 
changed  to  consternation,  and  presently 
when  the  steamer  weighed  anchor  and  set 
sail  for  the  North,  consternation  changed 
to  despair.  Tripoli  was  a repetition  of 
Beirut,  and  Thursday  morning  saw  us  at 
Latakia,  where  the  steamer  lav  all  day 
loading  tobacco,  but  no  passengers  were 
allowed  to  land.  Toward  evening,  after 
vain  efforts  during  the  earlier  part  of  the 
day,  Dr.  Stewart  succeeded  in  getting- 
out  to  the  steamer,  accompanied  by  a 
Turkish  policeman  and  two  other  officials, 
in  whose  presence  all  conversation  had  to 
be  carried  on.  Dr.  Stewart  reported  all  well 
and  schools  flourishing,  with  something 
like  *250  pupils,  the  number  limited  only 


bv  their  accommodations.  Miss  Wylie 
was  reported  as  in  good  spirits;  and  no 
immediate  danger  was  apprehended  of 
attacks  on  life  or  propertjr.  Friday 
morning  the  steamer  anchored  off  Alex- 
andretta, which  seemed  like  a city  gripped 
by  the  fear  of  some  impending  calamity. 
The  sight  of  the  steamer  drew  hundreds 
of  people  to  the  shore  and  pier,  but  there 
was  absolutely  no  traffic.  The  captain 
sent  an  officer  ashore  to  bring  the  neces- 
sary journals  from  the  agency,  but  re- 
turned without  them.  A second  one  was 
sent,  who  failed  to  return.  The  captain, 
through  the  steamer’s  whistle,  seemed  to 
be  expostulating  with  the  agency  for  its 
dilatoriness,  but  finally  patience  being  ex- 
hausted, he  ordered  the  vessel  to  ffet 
under  way,  but  by  the  time  the  anchor 
was  up  a boat  shot  round  the  end  of  the 
pier,  followed  by  another,  which  proved 
to  contain  the  agent,  who  was  bringing  his 
little  nephew  to  send  to  his  father  in 
Mersina.  He  reported  all  quiet,  and  the 
friends  in  Alexandretta  safe  and  un- 
harmed. The  town  had  not  been  bom- 
barded, not  even  the  railway  station,  but 
only  the  railway  itself.  The  five  minutes 
with  the  agent  gave  us  an  opportunity  to 
execute  the  commission  and  send  mes- 
sages to  Mrs.  Kennedy  and  Miss  Meth- 
en}*;  and  then  on,  but  where?  There 
seemed  to  be  nothing  for  it  but  to  go  on 
to  Rhodes  or  possibly  the  Piraeus,  unless 
we  should  meet  in  Mersina  the  south- 
ward bound  Italian  steamer.  Owing  to 
the  fact  that  no  business  was  done  in 
Alexandretta,  we  reached  Mersina  Friday 
evening  instead  of  Saturday  morning,  and 
to  our  joy  found  there  the  Italian  steamer 
Bulgaria,  to  which  our  captain  transferred 
us  in  his  own  boats  after  dark,  and  in  a 
short  time  were  re-traversing  the  route  to 
Alexandretta,  where  we  arrived  in  the 
morning,  but  only  to  repeat  the  scene  of 
the  day  before,  except  that  the  captain 
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did  a stroke  of  business  for  a British  bat- 
tleship lying  outside  of  the  harbor  by  get- 
ting a stock  of  provisions,  which  he  trans- 
ferred to  the  battleship  in  sight  of  Alex- 
andretta. 

There  was  not  work  enough  to  detain 
the  steamer  long  at  Latakia,  and  on  ar- 
rival at  Tripoli  the  passengers  were  as- 
sured by  the  boatmen  that  they  would  be 
able  to  get  through  there  all  right,  so 
they  determined  to  try  it,  but  it  proved 
a costly  experiment,  for  they  were  not 
permitted  to  land,  had  to  return  to  the 
steamer,  and  on  the  way  the  boatmen 
made  them  pay  the  piper.  All  hope  of 
getting  in  at  Beirut  was  now  abandoned, 
but  the  morning  brought  still  another  sur- 
prise.  Passengers  were  to  be  allowed  to 
land ! But  this  proved  a snare  and  a de- 
lusion for  most  of  us,  as  only  those  who 
could  show  passports  without  an  Egyp- 
tian stamp  upon  them  were  allowed  to 
enter.  It  so  happened  that  a few  of  the 
passengers  had  two  passports  and  declared 
that  they  wrere  coming  from  Mersina, 
among  them  Mrs.  Dray  and  her  mother. 
All  the  other  passengers  had  to  go  back 
to  Egypt,  and  even  had  difficulty  in  land- 
ing there. 

We  managed  to  get  Mr.  Dana,  of  the 
Press,  out  to  the  steamer  accompanied 
by  a Turkish  official,  and  transacted  with 
him  some  necessary  business;  and  then 
on  to  Haifa,  Jaffa  and  Port  Said,  where 
we  had  to  get  permission  to  enter  and 
permission  to  leave. 

While  in  Port  Said  we  made  arrange- 
ments with  the  agent  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  to  send  a colpor- 
teur to<  tour  the  island  for  a few  weeks. 
A converted  Jew,  Moses  Haim,  was  sent, 
snd  has  been  at  work  during  the  past 
month.  He  reports  good  sales  in  the 
parts  influenced  b3'r  the  Mission,  but  else- 
where opposition  and  persecution. 

During  the  year  services  have  been  car- 


ried on  regularly  in  Larnaca,  Nicosia  and 
Kyrenia.  The  sacraments  have  been  ad- 
ministered during  the  year,  the  Lord’s 
Supper  three  times,  twice  in  Nicosia 
and  once  in  Larnaca,  and  baptism 
once  in  Larnaca,  and  baptism  once  in 
Nicosia,  when  three  children  were  bap- 
tized. The  number  of  communicants  re- 
mains the  same,  for  though  there  was  an 
increase  of  three,  there  was  a correspond- 
ing decrease  by  removal.  Two  schools 
have  been  conducted  in  Larnaca,  one 
primary  and  one  secondary  or  high  school, 
with  a total  attendance  of  122  pupils. 
Mr.  R.  E.  Smith’s  appointment  termin- 
ates this  summer,  and  as  he  expects  to 
return  to  America  his  successor  should  be 
secured. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  the  many 
blessings  received  during  the  past  year, 
especial  ly  for  the  peace  and  safety  here 
enjoyed.  We  are  thankful  for  the  prog- 
ress and  development  of  the  school  and 
for  the  ever-widening  influence  which  it 
exercises.  We  praise  the  Divine  Grace 
which  deigns  to  use  such  feeble  instru- 
ments as  co-workers  together  with  God, 
and  by  that  same  grace  we  look  forward 
to  the  future  with  the  assurance  that  He 
will  never  leave  us,  nor  forsake  us. 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  McCarroll. 

Larnaca,  Cyprus,  April  15,  1915. 

RAYMOND  LULL. 

Scholar  and  Pioneer  Missionary  to 
Mohammedans. 

A Call  to  Prayer  for  Islam. 

The  first  real  missionary  to  the  Mo- 
hammedans was  born  just  as  the  Cru- 
sades, the  combined  and  bloody  effort  of 
Christian  Europe  to  win  the  Holy  Land 
from  the  hands  of  the  Saracens,  was 
coming  to  its  close.  Millions  of  lives  had 
been  lost  in  that  misguided,  carnal  strug- 
gle, and  at  the  same  time  deep-seated  sus- 
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picion  and  century-long  hatreds  between 
Moslem  and  Christian  had  been  created. 
In  the  midst  of  these  conditions,  in  1235, 
there  was  born  on  the  Island  of  Majorca, 
off  the  coast  of  Spain,  a child  who  has 
become  one  of  the  most  heroic  figures  of 
Christendom,  the  first  real  missionary  to 
the  Mohammedans. 

He  became  a distinguished  university 
lecturer  in  theology  and  philosophy  in 
Paris  and  Montpelier,  where  his  pupils 
characterized  him  as  the  “Enlightened 
Teacher.”  He  was  instrumental  in  lead- 
ing the  University  of  Paris  to  found 
chairs  for  teaching  the  Greek,  Arabic  and 
Tartar  languages,  while  he  combated  the 
Moslem  philosophy,  which  was  also  be- 
coming the  philosophy  of  the  Church,  that 
what  is  philosophically  false  may  be  theo- 
logically true.  At  the  Church  council 
held  in  Vienne,  France,  in  1311,  he  was 
influential  in  securing  a decree  establish- 
ing professorships  of  Hebrew,  Greek, 
Arabic  and  Chaldee  in  various  universi- 
ties. 

This  philosopher,  theologian,  poet  and 
profound  scholar,  burned  with  a consum- 
ing zeal  to  preach  a gospel  of  reason  and 
love  to  the  Saracens  of  North  Africa.  In 
1291,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six,  he  set  sail 
from  Genoa  to  Tunisia,  where  with  vary- 
ing degrees  of  success  and  opposition, 
after  imprisonment  and  expulsion,  favor- 
able hearing  and  the  exhibit  of  fanatical 
hatred,  he,  upon  his  final  return  to  his 
mighty  task,  was  stoned  to  death  on  the 
seashore  at  Bugia,  300  miles  west  from 
Tunis  on  June  30,  1315.  His  body  was 
taken  back  to  the  home  of  his  childhood, 
and  lies  in  the  Church  of  St.  Francis  at 
Palma,  on  the  Island  of  Majorca. 

Bavmond  Lull  taught  and  led  the  way 
to  preach  the  gospel  of  love  and  redemp- 
tion to  a fanatical  and  hostile  people. 
Naturally  timid,  he  faced  certain  martyr- 
dom at  the  age  of  eighty  years  in  order 


that  lie  might  seal  his  oral  message  with 
his  life  blood.  He  left,  beside  the  exam- 
ple of  his  consecrated  life,  as  a priceless 
heritage  to  the  Church  of  all  ages,  his 
deathless  declaration,  “He  who  loves  not, 
lives  not;  he  who  lives  by  the  Life  can- 
not die.” 

For  fuller  information  regarding  the 
life  and  character  and  work  of  this  apos- 
tle of  God,  see  “Raymond  Lull,”  by  Dr. 
Zwemer,  published  by  Funk  & Wagnalls 
Company,  New  York;  also  articles  in  the 
April  number  of  the  Moslem  World  (can 
be  obtained  of  Mrs.  E.  E.  Olcott,  322 
West  Seventy-fifth  Street,  New  York 
City),  and  the  June  number  of  the  Mis- 
siono.ry  Review  of  the  World. 

In  the  intervening  six  hundred  years 
since  the  martyrdom  of  this  apostle  to 
the  Saracens,  great  changes  have  trans- 
pired in  the  Moslem  world.  Arab  rule 
was  overthrown  by  the  Ottoman  Empire, 
which  three  centuries  later  became  the 
largest  and  most  dominating  Empire  in 
the  world,  and  before  which  all  Europe 
trembled.  The  Mogul  Empire  in  India 
rose  to  the  height  of  its  supremacy  and 
then  passed  into  history.  North  Africa 
has  gone  completely  under  the  i;ule  of 
Christian  nations,  and  the  Ottoman  Em- 
pire has  met  its  decline.  In  a word,  of 
the  two  hundred  million  Moslems  in  the 
world  to-day,  it  can  hardly  be  claimed 
that  any  one  is  under  an  independent 
Mohammedan  power.  They  are  all  un- 
der the  rule  or  domination  of  some  nation 
that  is  classed  as  Christian. 

Since  the  death  of  Lull  the  Bible  has 
been  translated  and  printed  in  Arabic, 
the  classical  language  of  Islam,  and  also 
an  extensive  Christian  literature  has  been 
created  in  that  language  and  widely  dis- 
tributed wherever  the  Arabic  tongue  is 
used.  In  fact,  the  New  Testament,  if 
not  the  entire  Bible,  and  an  extensiye 
Christian  literature  are  now  in  circula- 
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lion  among  the  large  proportion  of  Mo- 
hammedans in  all  countries  and  in  many 
languages.  Much  of  the  fanaticism  that 
confronted  Lull  has  been  softened  by  a 
more  favorable  contact  with  Christian 
teaching  and  a better  knowledge  of  Chris- 
tian truth,  while  the  presence  of  so  many 
Moslems  in  countries  under  Christian 
governments  removes  the  possibility  of 
national  opposition  to  the  Christian  mis- 
sionary and  the  political  persecution  of 
Moslem  converts.  The  failure  of  the  call 
for  a holy  war  issued  last  November  from 
Constantinople  is  leading  to  a new  break 
in  the  solidarity  of  Mohammedanism,  and 
has  cast  doubt  over  the  Caliphate  of 
Islam.  Never  has  the  Moslem  world 
faced  a more  serious  question  of  unity  and 
leadership. 

It  is  most  fitting  that  on  the  30th  of 
June,  the  six  hundredth  anniversary  of 
the  martyrdom  of  the  first  great  apostle 
to  the  Mohammedans,  united  public  and 
private  prayer  should  be  offered  for  the 
Moslem  world.  A few  suggestions  are 
here  made  as  a guide  to  the  thought  and 
the  pra)’ers  of  the  day. 

1.  Thanksgiving  and  praise  that  six 
hundred  years  ago  the  Spirit  of  Cod 
came  upon  Raymond  Lull,  leading  him 
to  consecrate  his  masterly  talent  and  to 
give  his  life  in  showing  the  way  to  win- 
ning approach  to  the  Mohammedans. 

2.  That,  under  the  providence  of 
God,  the  entire  Moslem  world  is  now  so 
accessible  to  the  approach  of  the  Chris- 
tian missionary. 

3.  That  we  see  now  so  many  indica- 
tions of  the  turning  of  the  hearts  of  many 
Moslems  to  Jesus  Christ  as  their  only 
comfort  and  hope. 

4.  That  so  many  Christian  mission- 
aries have  become  established  and  have 
firmly  planted  Christian  institutions 
among  the  Moslems  of  Arabia,  Egypt, 
North  Africa,  the  Sudan.  Persia,  Tur- 


key, Syria,  India,  and  many  other  re- 
gions in  which  Mohammedans  in  large 
numbers  dwell. 

5.  Petition  that  the  missionaries  may 
be  filled  with  the  Spirit  of  God  and  of 
Christ,  and  that  with  the  love  which  car- 
ried Raymond  Lull  to  his  martyrdom, 
they  may  reveal  the  great  heart  of  their 
Lord. 

6.  That  divine  favor  may  rest  upon 
those  who  prepare  Christian  literature 
for  Moslems,  and  upon  the  presses,  the 
colporteurs  and  the  printed  page;  that  it 
may  carry  the  divine  seed  to  fields  pre- 
pared by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

7.  That  those  who  teach  in  the 
schools  attended  by  Moslems  may  be 
alert  and  conscious  of  the  opportunity 
they  have  of  training  true  apostles  to  the 
Mohammedans. 

8.  That  Moslem  converts  to  Chris- 
tianity may  be  given  boldness  in  the  face 
of  persecution,  and  divine  strength  in  the 
days  of  trial,  to  stand  unflinchingly  for 
Christ. 

9.  That  in  the  sweeping  and  funda- 
mental changes  taking  place  in  Persia 
and  Turkey,  no  new  obstacles  be  thrown 
in  the  way  of  the  advance  of  the  Chris- 
tian cause;  that  the  lives  of  the  mission- 
aries and  Christian  leaders  and  Christian 
institutions  be  safeguarded,  and  that  out 
of  it  all  there  may  come  expanding  op- 
portunities. 

10.  That  Christ  may  come  with  new 
power  and  with  saving  grace  to  the  great 
number  of  Mohammedans  in  many  coun- 
tries who  are  freely  revealing  their  sense 
of  despair  for  the  triumph  of  their  an- 
cestral faith. 

11.  That  Jesus  Christ  may  be  so 
lifted  up  before  the  Moslems  of  all  the 
world  that  they,  beholding,  may  fall  at 
His  feet  and  exclaim,  “My  Lord  and  my 
God  V’ 

12.  That  the  Church  at  home  be 
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aroused  to  a consciousness  of  its  oppor- 
tunity and  responsibility  in  the  Moslem 
world,  and  that  the  martyrdom  of  Ray- 
mond Lull  produce  a rich  harvest  both 
at  home  and  abroad. 

(Rev.)  James  L.  Barton  (D.D.) 

ITEMS  FROM  REV.  J.K.  ROBB’S  REPORT. 

The  congregational  work  at  Tak  Hing 
has  been  under  my  direction  during  the 
year.  We  have  had  some  new  experiences 
in  the  management  of  congregational  af- 
fairs, though  there  has  been  but  little, 
taking  the  work  as  a whole,  that  may  be 
termed  unusual.  There  has  been  a marked 
spirit  of  desire  shown  by  some  of  our 
leading  members  to  participate  in  the 
planning  of  church  work,  and  a willing- 
ness to  assist  in  the  carrying  out  of  these 
plans.  We  could  wish  that  more  of  our 
people  were  imbued  with  this  spirit,  and 
it  is  our  hope  and  prayer  that  it  may  show 
itself  more  generally  than  it  now  does.  It 
has  come  to  be  a conviction  with  me  that 
our  congregation  at  Tali  Hing  has  reached 
a stage  of  development  which  requires 
leadership  and  oversight  that  the  mission- 
aries cannot  successfully  furnish.  There 
are  a few  among  our  native  helpers  who 
are  now  qualified  to  exercise  a larger  de- 
gree of  authority  than  they  have  been  en- 
trusted with  heretofore.  It  is  my  hope 
that  the  missionaries  may  be  soon  relieved 
of  some  duties  that  they  have  in  the  past 
succeeded  in  discharging  very  imperfect- 
ly at  the  best,  and  that  these  duties  may 
be  laid  upon  native  brethren,  whose  ex- 
periences in  the  management  of  church 
affairs  during  recent  years  have  fitted 
them  for  higher  and  more  responsible 
service.  Circumstances  rendered  it  neces- 
sary for  me  to  be  absent  a good  deal  dur- 
ing the  year,  though  I think  that  the 
congregation  was  not  a sufferer  thereby, 
as  the  pulpit  was  filled  during  my  ab- 
sences by  some  of  our  native  evangelists, 


whose  services  were  doubtless  more  edify- 
ing than  mine  would  have  been. 

During  the  year  I have  held  three  com- 
munions at  Tak  Hing,  three  at  Tung  On, 
and  one  at  Lo  Ting.  At  the  two  former 
places  I had  the  assistance  of  native  evan- 
gelists. At  Lo  Ting  I was  assisted  by  A- 
I.  Robb.  It  was  also  my  privilege  to  as- 
sist Mr.  Mitchell  in  communion  services 
at  Lo  Ting,  and  to  be  present  at  an  elec- 
tion of  officers  at  that  place,  held  Oct.  15, 
and  also  to  attend  the  ordination  and  in- 
stallation services  Dec.  25.  It  is  a pleas- 
ure to  be  able  to  report  this  advance  step 
in  our  work.  At  Tung  On  a boys5  school 
has  been  in  session  during  the  year,  which 
has  proved  to  be  a real  evangelistic 
agency,  four  of  the  pupils  having  been 
received  into  the  Church.  A chapel  and 
boys’  school  has  been  open  in  Lin  Tan 
during  most  of  the  year.  The  time  of  the 
man  in  charge  was  badly  broken  into  by 
other  church  work,  which  detracted  from 
his  work  in  the  school  and  chapel.  No 
converts  are  yet  reported,  though  the  out- 
look is  encouraging.  We  hope  to  enable 
those  in  charge  in  the  year  before  us  to 
give  their  undivided  attention  to  theii 
work.  The  Che  Tsai  station  has  been 
placed  in  charge  of  the  Lo  Ting  workers, 
on  account  of  its  being  more  accessible 
from  that  place- 

The  statistics  for  the  year  are  as  fol- 


lows : 

TAK  HING  STATION. 

Increase  by  baptism 18 

Decrease  by  death 4 

Decrease  by  the  exercise  of  dis- 
cipline   6 

Present  membership 173 

Infant  baptisms  * 6 

TUNG  ON  STATION. 

Increase  by  baptism 7 

Decrease  by  exercise  of  discipline  1 

Present  membership  31 

Infant  baptisms  1 
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Running  expenses  of  chapel  (gold).  $140 

Running  expenses  of  school  “ $115 

School  attendance  average 30 

LIN  TAN  STATION. 

Chapel  repairs  (gold) $250 

Chapel  running  expenses  (gold) . $120 

School  running  expenses  (gold).  $100 

School  attendance  average 33 


In  addition  to  the  usual  evangelistic 
work  of  the  year,  we  spent  most  of  the 
month  of  July  in  relief  work,  made  neces^ 
sary  by  the  devastating  floods  that  brought 
suffering  and  want  to  a large  section  of 
the  country  drained  by  the  West  River. 
Detailed  accounts  of  this  work,  together 
■with  the  financial  expenditures  connected 
with  it,  have  already  been  sent  to  the 
Hoard. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  I made  a 
trip  to  Peking  to  present  the  memorial 
prepared  bv  the  Board’s  committee,  ask- 
ing the  President  of  the  Chinese  Republic 
to  consider  the  fact  that  civil  government 
is  a divine  ordinance,  and  that  all  real 
and  lasting  national  greatness  and  pros- 
perity depend  on  nations  being  in  right 
relations  with  Jesus  Christ  as,  King  of 
kings.  The  manner  in  which  the  Board’s 
instructions  were  carried  out  has  been  re- 
ported in  detail. 

During  the  year  I have  acted  as  mission 
Treasurer.  The  auditing  committee’s  re- 
port is  herewith  submitted. 

I was  absent  on  vacation  from  Aug.  3 
to  Sept.  11.  X was  also  absent  at  times 
-during  the  year  fifteen  days,  most  of 
which  time  was  taken  up  with  personal 
matters. 

(Rey.)  J.  K.  Robb. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

Tak  King,  S-  China,  Jan.  9,  1915. 

We  have  this  day  examined  the  books, 
receipts,  check  books  and  cash  account  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Mission,  Rev. 
J.  K.  Robb,  treasurer,  from  Dec.  31, 


1913,  to  Jan.  1,  1915,  and  have  found 
them  to  be  correct. 

J.  M.  Wright, 

Rose  A.  Huston. 

DR.  DICKSON  AT  LO  TING. 

I arrived  in  Lo  Ting  on  Jan.  17,  1914, 
after  spending  two  weeks  in  Tak  Hing. 
The  first  patients  began  to  appear  for 
treatment  a few  hours  after  my  arrival. 
To  meet  the  demands  it  was  thought  best 
to  conduct  one  clinic  a week,  at  which  Mr. 
Mitchell  volunteered  to  act  as  interpreter. 
He  also  procured  a place  for  a dispensary- 

Most  of  my  time  during  the  past  year 
lias  been  devoted  to  language  study,  al- 
though this  time  has  been  frequently  in- 
terrupted by  patients,  as  it  was  found  al- 
most impossible  to  confine  the  coming  of 
patients  to  one  day  a week. 

On  account  of  the  illness  of  Mrs. 
Mitchell  and  the  threatened  revolutionary 
troubles  in  Lo  Ting,  we  left  there  about 
the  first  of  April  for  Tak  Hing,  where  I 
continued  my  language  study. 

During  the  summer  I spent  a month 
in  the  Canton  Hospital,  relieving  Dr. 
Thompson  for  a short  rest.  Here  I had 
the  advantage  of  possibly  the  largest  in- 
stitution of  its  kind  in  South  China,  and 
the  privilege  of  observing  most  of  the 
pathological  conditions  that  exist  in  this 
section  of  the  tropics.  During  the  sum- 
mer vacation  season  I also  spent  a week 
on  a Red  Cross  medical  relief  expedition 
with  Dr.  Wright  among  the  flood  sufferers 
of  the  West  River  district. 

We  returned  to  Lo  Ting  in  the  fall 
with  Rev.  E.  C.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  and 
Miss  Stewart,  and  continued  the  study  of 
the  language  and  the  conducting  of  a 
weekly  clinic. 

I am  greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  Mitchell 
for  his  assistance  in  the  opening  and  car- 
rying on  of  the  medical  work  up  to  the 
time  of  his  enforced  leave,  as  he  gave  time 
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to  the  work  when  he  had  many  other  re- 
sponsibilities. Also  to  Mrs.  Mitchell  and 
Miss  Stewart  for  their  help  in  the  treat- 
ment of  women  patients. 

During  the  five  and  a half  months  I 
have  been  in  Lo  Ting  524  patients  have 
been  treated;  24  out-calls  and  4 opera- 
tions. 

The  money  received  to  Jan.  1,  1915,  is 


as  follows : 

From  Mission  treasurer $352.15 

Donation  6.50 

From  patients  for  medicine 46.62 


$405.2? 

Expenses. 


Fixing  up  dispensary $27.00 

Drugs  and  supplies  332.57 

Balance  45.70. 


$405.27 

The  fixtures,  drugs  and  supplies,  to- 
gether  with  the  instruments  that  have 
been  donated  during  the  year,  place  the 
value  of  the  medical  property  in  Lo  Ting 
in  the  neighborhood  of  $500.  j 
All  above  figures  are  in  local  currency. 

E.  J.  M.  Dickson- 

A WORD  FROM  CHINA. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Wright,  under  date  of  May 
19, 1915,  writes  to  Dr.  Metheny  as  follows: 
“Dr.  Wright  and  his  three  men  stu- 
dents are  out  this  week  trying  to  finish  up 
the  relief  work  along  the  river  that  was 
commenced  last  fall.  We  had  a very 
helpful  communion  season,  four  new 
members.  One,  an  old-  grandmother,  who 
was  so  vexed  when  her  husband  joined 
some  years  ago  that  she  took  a stick  to 
him.  But  he  didn’t  talk  back,  and  she 
thought  that  such  doctrine  as  that  must 
be  good,  so  has  gradually  become  more 
favorable  till  last  winter  she  came  as  an 
inquirer  and  was  baptized  on  Saturday 
last.  We  sometimes  visit  her,  and  we 


couldn’t  be  more  royally  treated.” 

Rev.  A.  I.  Robb  also  writes  under  date 
of  May  20,  1915: 

“We  are  all  in  good  health  here  and 
have  had  a remarkable  spring  to  date. 
No  very  hot  weather  and  little  rain  until 
within  ten  days.  It  began  to  rain  on 
Tuesday  of  last  week  and  rained  hard 
almost  continuously  for  sixty  hours.  As 
our  communion  was  set  for  last  Sabbath, 
we  were  rather  blue  about  the  outlook; 
but  it  faired  up  Friday  morning,  and  we 
had  splendid  weather  and  a fair  attend- 
ance. There  were  eight  baptisms,  four 
of  these  adults,  who  thus  allied  them- 
selves with  the  Church,  and  four  babies, 
children  of  Christians.  One  of  these  is 
in  Chinese  law  either  my  grandson  or  the 
Olathe  Congregation’s  grandson,  I am  not 
sure  which.  Years  ago  I ransomed  a girl 
and  the  Olathe  Congregation  paid  the 
bill,  and  I think  have  the  deed.  This  is 
her  third  son.  Furthermore,  her  step- 
daughter (Olathe’s  step  great-grand- 
daughter) was  another  of  the  number. 

“Dr.  Wright  is  at  present  away  on  a 
Red  Cross  expedition.  The  word  from 
Lo  Ting  is  that  the  building  of  that  extra 
story  is  progressing  well,  and  Miss  Stew- 
art has  rented  another  house  to  make 
room  for  her  expanding  school.” 

WORD  FROM  THE  LEVANT. 

(May  30,  1915.) 

Amours  of  March  5 came  recently  and 
was  much  enjoyed  by  us  all.  It  was 
longer  on  the  way  than  most  of  our 
American  letters,  as  many  get  through  in 
one  month  now,  instead  of  two,  as  in  this 
instance.  There  will  be  some  extraordi- 
nary delays  both  ways  occasionally.  The 
town  crier  gave  out  yesterday  that  letters 
could  be  sent  to  foreign  countries  again, 
which  led  to  the  information  that  none 
had  been  sent  out  for  ten  days  or  more. 
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We  had  been  sending  them  to  the  office  as 
usual,  but  they  were  doubtless  held  either 
here  or  at  Constantinople  until  the  em- 
bargo was  off. 

Work  goes  along  without  hindrance. 
Hospital  has  been  nearly  full  a time  or 
two,  and  is  about  half  full  most  of  the 
time  since  the  first  of  this  month.  Clinics 
are  much  larger  than  usual  also,  owing 
to  a number  of  men  stopping  here  for 
a while  whoi  were  being  sent  home  from 
the  army  on  account  of  their  physical 
condition.  Being  put  to  work  here  on 
public  improvements,  it  proved  too  much 
for  many  of  them,  and  they  were  sent  to 
our  doctor  to  be  helped  back  to  health. 
Beirut  Chapter  of  Bed  Cross  has  voted 
us  five  hundred  dollars  for  relief  work, 
which,  came  at  a time  when  appeals  had 
come  to  us  from  places  in  this  region 
which  we  could  not  have  considered  other- 
wise. There  has  not  been  the  destitution 
we  expected,  but  there  will  be  more  from 
this  on.  Cotton  made  lots  of  work,  more 
than  usual  on  account  of  the  railroad  be- 
tween here  and  Tarsus  being  out  of  com- 
mission all  winter. 

Found  the  friends  at  our  sister  Mission 
quite  well,  considering.  They  have  had 
much  stricter  censorship  than  we  have 
experienced  and  feel  much  less  free  to 
write.  Was  very  glad  I could  go  and 


hold  a communion  for  them,  as  the  Lord 
used  it  as  a,  means  of  greatly  refreshing 
them.  They  are  surely  worthy  emulators 
of  “those  women  who  labored  with  me  in 
the  gospel.”  They  have  been  literally 
under  fire  at  times,  for  shells  went  right 
ever  their  home,  but  the  91st  Psalm 
didn't  fail  them.  They  plan  to  hold  the 
fort  right  on  through  the  summer. 

As  Standard  Oil  funds  are  running  low 
the  Lord  has  graciously  put  us  in  the  way 
of  getting  some  money  from  the  Harvester 
Co.,  as  the  Doctor  wrote  to  the  treasurer. 

Hope  S}mod  reached  another  high 
mark,  spiritually.  We  know  the  prayers 
of  the  Church  are  prevailing  in  our  be- 
half. We  are  sure  there  is  a glorious  day 
coming  for  many  dark  lands.  It  is  not 
always  to  be  sowing  in  tears,  and  the  har- 
vest may  be  nearer  than  we  think. 

A.  J.  McFarland. 

* 

A postal  from  Latakia  (May  8,  1915) 
says:  “I  lately  received  your  letter  of 

March  26.  There  has  been  no  change  in 
affairs  here,  except  that  locusts  have  vis- 
ited Syria  in  large  numbers  and  promise 
to  add  seriousness  to  the  situation.  All 
are  well  here  and  at  their  usual  employ- 
ments.” 

J.  S.  Stewart. 


If  the  Lord's  Prayer  is  to  be  the  great  model  of  prayer,  as  it  surely  is,  how  much 
intercession  ought  not  our  prayers  to  contain ! This  extraordinary  Prayer,-  is  so 
constructed  that  it  is  impossible  to  use  it  without  praying  for  all  other  Christians  as 
weli  as  ourselves.  Intercession,  instead  of  being  a clause  added  on  to  it,  is  woven 
into  its  very  texture.  Break  off  the  minutest  fragment  you  please,  and' you  will  find 
intercession  in  it- — Edward  M.  Goulburn. 


Travelers  tell  us  that  the  constant  rubbing  of  the  sand  on  Egyptian  hieroglyphics 
removes  every  trace  of  color,  and  even  effaces  the  deep-cut  characters  front  basalt 
rocks.  So  the  unceasing  attrition  of  multitudinous  trifles  will  take  all  the  bloom  off 
your  religion  and  efface  the  name  of  the  King  cut  on  the  tablets  of  your  hearts,  if  you 
do  not  counteract  it  by  constant,  earnest  effort,  Bible  reading  and  prayer. — 
Dr.  Maclaren. 
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IMPORTANT  NOTICE 

OFFICIAL  ANNOUNCEMENT 


BY  THE  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
OF  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 


DR.  WILSON. 

CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY. 


JOSEPH  M.  STEELE,  Esq.. 

TREASURER. 


The  Rev.  F.  M.  Wilson,  D.D.,  2517  North  Franklin  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  has 
been  elected  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  in  place  of  Rev. 
It.  M.  Sommerville,  D.D.,  resigned;  and  Mr.  Joseph  M.  Steele,  1600  Arch  Street,  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa.,  has  been,  by  Synod,  elected  Treasurer  of  the  Board  and  of  all  Foreign 
Mission  funds,  in  place  of  Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Metheny,  resigned. 

Missionaries  are  to  address  to  Dr.  Wilson  all  communications  and  correspondence 
for  the  Board,  excepting  matters  of  finance,  which  will  be  addressed  to  Mr.  Steele. 
All  congregational  treasurers,  in  sending  moneys  for  Missions,  in  any  and  all  depart- 
ments, will  bear  in  mind  that  Mr.  Joseph  M.  Steele,  1600  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  is  Treasurer.  All  moved  to  inquire  concerning  missionary  appointment  will  bear 
in  mind  that  they  are  to  write  to  Dr.  F.  M.  Wilson,  2517  North  Franklin  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

’By  Order  of  the  Board, 

F.  M.  Foster,  Rec.  Sec. 

New  Yorlc,  June  16,  1915. 

Special  attention  is  called  to  the  foregoing  announcement.  It  is  necessary  for  the 
churches  to  keep  in  mind  the  change  of  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of 
the  Board,  that  there  may  be  no  confusion. 
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The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  issues  a call  for  two  women  for  evangelistic  work 
in  China.  They  should  be  college  graduates,  and  have,  or  be  prepared  to  take, 
special  preparatory  work  in  an  approved  Bible  school. 

The  Board  also  issues  a call  for  a young  man,  a college  graduate  and  trained 
teacher,  to  take  charge  of  a boys’  school  in  Lo  Ting,  China.  The  need  for  these 
workers  is  imperative,  and  they  should  be  on  the  field  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 
Please  address, 

Findley  M.  Wilson,  Cor.  Sec’y. 

2517  No.  Franklin  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


June  16,  1915,  we  received,  by  parcel 
post  from  Bev.  E.  C.  Mitchell,  a gold' 
mounted  cane,  presented  in  behalf  of  the 
missionaries  in  China,  “as  a token  of  our 
love  for  you  and  our  appreciation  of  the 
many  years  of  service  you  have  given  as 
Corresponding  Secretary  for  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board.” 

“The  wood,”  he  writes,  “from  which 
this  cane  is  made  was  taken  from  the 
timber  in  the  old  temple,  which  was  pur- 
chased some  years  ago,  and  which  has 
been  converted  into  a boys’  school  in  Tak 
King.  I have  forgotten  just  how  old  this 
temple  is,  but  I think  it  is  about  two 
hundred  years  old.  If  the  wood  in  this 
cane  could  speak,  it  could  tell  of  gener- 
ation after  generation  of  men  and  women 
worshipping  before  their  ancestral  tab- 
lets. It  could  tell  stories  strange  to  the 
ear  of  Western  men,  of  the  many  years 
when  the  smoke  of  the  incense,  burned  by 
the  devotees  of  a false  religion,  ascended 
to  the  roof  of  the  temple.  It  could  tell 
of  the  little  children  who  played  round 
the  door  of  the  temple,  grew  into  man- 
hood and  worshipped  there,  advanced  to 
old  age  and  passed  away  without  any 
knowledge  of  the  true  God.  It  could  also 
tell  of  the  coming  of  the  messengers  of 
the  true  God,  and  of  the  change  that  has 
taken  place  until  nowr,  where  once  the 
followers  of  a heathen  religion  worshipped 
a Christian  school  has  been  established, 
and  the  boys  gather  every  day  to  sing  the 
praises  of  the  true  God  and  to  study  His 


Word.  The  change  that  has  taken  place 
here  is  a token  of  the  change  that  is  tak- 
ing place  all  over  China,  where  the  old 
is  giving  place  to  the  new,  where  the 
powers,  of  heathenism  are  giving  way  be- 
fore the  advancing  forces  of  Jesus  Christ. 
The  day  is  coming  when  the  fires  of  the 
incense  of  the  false  religions  wTill  go  out 
forever,  and  the  praises  of  the  only  living 
and  true  God  will  be  heard  all  over  the 
land. 

“This  cane  is  presented  with  the  prayer 
that  you  may  have  His  continued  presence 
and  that  you  may  enjoy  the  blessed  peace 
that  comes  to  the  faithful  servant  of 
Jesus  Christ.” 

The  following  item  is  impartial  praise 
for  missionaries  to  Syria: 

London,  June  10. 

Viscount  Bryce,  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  British  Syrian  Mission  last  night, 
paid  a tribute  to  the  method  of  American 
missionaries  of  devoting  their  energies 
largely  to  educational  and  medical  work. 

“All  the  interventions  of  European 
powers  in  Syria,”  he  said,  “have  not  done 
half  as  much  good  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Turkey,  Christian  or  Mussulman,  as  has 
been  done  bv  American  missionaries.” 

The  George  H.  Doran  Company,  pub- 
lishers, of  New  York,  has  laid  on  our 
table 

THE  BOOK  OF  FAITH  IN  GOD, 

which  we  cordially  commend  to  the  read- 
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Editorial  Notes. 


ers  of  Olive  Trees.  The  author,  Eev. 

John  T.  Faris,  H.H.,  does  not  give  any 
definition  of  faith,  but  fills  a large  vol- 
ume with  startling  and  impressive  illus- 
trations of  its  efficacy.  His  book  is  not  a 
discussion  of  theories,  but  simply,  as  he 
states  in  his  foreword,  “a  narrative  of  in- 
cidents in  the  lives  of  some  of  those  whom 
G-od  has  taught  to  confide  in  Him;  who 
learned  to  be  calm  and  serene  in  circum- 
stances that  bring  many  people  to  the 
verge  of  panic;  who  knew  that  they  were 
in  God’s  hands,  and  so  could  say  with 
gladness,  ‘Thy  will  be  done’;  who  by  con- 
stant effort  to  do  their  best,  while  they 
waited  for  the  revelation  of  God’s  will, 
proved  that  theirs  was  a living  faith; 
who  found  their  greatest  joy  in  abiding 
in  the  presence  of  Him  Who  honors  the 
faith  of  them  who  wait  for  Him.”  As  we 
feel,  after  reading  this  finely  written  vol- 
ume, there  cannot  be  found,  outside  of  the 
Bible,  more  inspiring  and  reassuring  illus- 
trations of  the  power  of  faith.  There  is 
much  in  it  to  lift  out  of  depressing  cir- 

Visiting  a college  in  Ceylon  a few  months  ago,  Hr.  John  R Mott  found  a band  of 
students  so  poor  that  sixteen  of  them  occupied  one  room.  Hear  the  building  was  a 
banana  plantation,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  these  youths  devoted  all  their  spare 
time. 

“What  do  you  boys  do  with  the  money  you  earn  from  this  fruit  enterprise?”  in- 
quired Hr.  Mott. 

For  answer  they  took  him  to  the  beach  and  pointed  to  an  island  far  out  at  sea. 
“Two  years  ago,”  they  explained,  “we  sent  cne  of  our  graduates  there.  He  started 
a school,  which  has  since  developed  into  a church.  We  are  going  to  send  him  to  an- 
other island  this  year.” 

They  also  said  that  they  required  the  cook  to  lay  aside  every  tenth  handful  of 
rice,  which  they  sell,  in  order  to  have  Christ  preached  a little  more  widely. — Chris- 
tian Guardian. 

Philadelphia,  June  29,  1915. — Cable  just  received  from  Hr.  S.  H.  Kennedy,  Alex- 
andria, Egypt: 

“Evangeline  and  Jennie  arrived  safely  to-day. — Kennedy.” 


cumstances  and  stir  to  restless  activity  in 
the  service  of  God,  and  make  us  more 
than  conquerors  at  every  step. 

The  price  of  the  book  is  $1.00  net. 

We  have  to  thank  Rev.  R.  J.  G.  Mc- 
Knight,  Ph.H.,  for  his  little  volume  on 
THE  SECOND  COMING  OF  CHRIST: 
IS  IT  PRE-MILLENNIAL  ? 

To  this  question  the  esteemed  author 
replies  in  the  negative,  and  his  discussion 
is  a rare  specimen  of  clear  thinking  and  of 
solid  and  sober  teaching.  Firm  in  its 
grasp  of  the  subject,  conclusive  in  its 
reasoning,  and  above  all,  scriptural,  it 
should  be  satisfactory  to  every  one  who 
desires  to  reach  the  truth  on  this  momen- 
tous theme.  We  heartily  commend  this 
little  book  to  the  readers  of  Olive  Trees. 
Everyone  who  buys  a copy  gets  a full  dol- 
lar’s worth  for  ten  .cents,  and  in  this  day 
of  so-called  evangelism  it  would  repay 
anyone  who  is  engaged  in  pastoral  work  to 
form  a class  for  the  study  of  it. 


S.  A.  S.  Metheny. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1915. 


Rev.  Jas.  S.  Stewart,  D.  D.  . ..' 
Rev.  Samuel  Edgar,  on  furlough.. 
J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D.,  on  furlough. . 

Miss  Mattie  R.  Wylie 

Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar 

Miss  M.  Florence  Mearns,  on  furlough^ 

Rev.  Robert  E.  Willson,  on  furlough 

Rev.  Andrew  J.  McFarland 

John  Peoples,  M.  D. 

Mr.  J.  French  Carithers 

Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterrett 

Miss  F.  Elma  French,  on  furlough 


Latakia.  Syria. 


„ Mersina . Asia  Miner. 


Rev.  Walter  McCarroll 'j 

Mr.  Roy  Esmond  Smith C Larnaca}  Cyprus. 

Mr.  Dwight  H.  Conner ) 

Calvin  McCarroll,  M.  D Nicosia.  Cyprus. 

Rev.  A.  I.  Robb,  D.  D 

Rev.  J.  K.  Robb,  on  furlough  

Rev.  Julius  A.  Kempf 

Rev.  William  M'  Robb,  on  furlough 

J.  M.  Wright,  M.  D 

Miss  Kate  McBurney,  M.  D.  . . . 

Miss  Ida  M.  Scott,  M.D. on  furlough 
Miss  Annie  J.  Robinson,  on  furlough 

Miss  Mary  R.  Adams 

Miss  Ella  Margaret  Stewart.... 

Miss  Rose  A.  Huston 


Tak  Ring  Chau.  West  River. 

South  China. 


Rev.  D.  R.  Taggart Do  Sing.  West  River,  South  China. 

Miss  Jennie  M.  Dean,  on  furlough  1 

Rev.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell,  on  furlough  C Lo  Ting,  via  Canton.  South  China. 
E.  J.  M.  Dickson,  M.  D ) 


ROME  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1915. 


Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  Indian  Mission. 

Apache , O.  T. 

Rev.  W.  J.  Sanderson,  Southern  Mission . 

Selma , Ala. 

\ 1 

Rev.  R.  A.  Blair,  Jewish  Mission. 

Soo  So.  Fifth  Street,  Philadelphia . Pa. 

post  office  addresses  of  treasurers. 

Syrian  Mission,  Mission  in  China,  Jewish  Mission  and  Church  Erection — 
Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Metheny,  617  N.  43d  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Domestic  Mission ; Southern  Mission;  Indian  Mission;  Testimony 
Bearing;  Sustentation;  Theological  Seminary;  Ministers’,  Widows’  and 
Orphans’  Fund;  Literary;  Students’  Aid;  National  Reform — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby, 
41 1 Penn  Building.  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Aged  People’s  Home — Mrs.  A.  G.  Wallace,  235  Fourth  Ave.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Olive  Trees  thanks  an  unknown  friend  in  Pavilion,  N.  Y.,  for  the  missing 
number  of  Herald  of  Mission  News  for  August,  1890. 

- • 


Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 

- • 

All  questions  relating  to  Railway  and  Steamship  Rates  x 
for  Missionaries  and  Freight  should  be  addressed  to 


WILLIAM  G.  CARSON, 


205  SOUTH  42d  STREET. 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


Telephone,  785  Morningside 

WM.  McCLEAN’S  SON 
Undertaker  and  Embalmer 

508  WEST  134th  STREET 

ROBERT  L.  McCLEAN  NEW  YORK 


A.  LABER,  PRESCRIPTIONS  FILLED 

Manager  GLASSES  FITTED 

HERBERT  & HUESGEN  CO. 

CAMERAS  AND 
PHOTO  SUPPLIES 


OPTICIANS 


18  EAST  42d  STREET 


Telephone,  Murray  Hill  624 


NEW  YORK 


Fifty  Years  of  Mission  Work  in  Syria. 

BY  J.  M.  BALPH. 

A history  of  the  foreign  mission  work  of  the  Covenanter  Church 
in  Syria,  Asia  Minor  and  Cyprus.  Just  issued.  Contains 
information  all  should  read.  Order  at  once,  as  only  1,000 
copies  have  been  printed.  Price  35c.  post-paid. 

Address,  JAMES  S.  TIBBY,  408  Penn  Building,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


J4ME8  S.  TIBBY  gBJBSKg  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

SELLS  THE  FOLLOWING  COVENANTER  LITERATURE 

PSALM  BOOKS  (old  and  new  versions),  TESTIMONY, 

BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE,  MINUTES  OF  SYNOD,  CON- 
FESSION OF  FAITH,  CATECHISMS,  TALES  OF 
COVENANTERS,  POETS  and  POETRY,  ROMANISM 
ANALYZED,  HISTORY  OF  THE  TRIAL,  1891 

WRITE  FOR  PRICES  • — 
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